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This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transrtiitted loHhe applicant 
according to Article 18, A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. P 
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This International Search Report consists of a total of 7 

[3r| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document dted in this report 



Basis of the report 5 ij'}. 

a. With regard to the language, the intemational search was carried out on the basis of the intematior^l apcHication In the 
language In which It was filed, unless othenvise indicated under this item. d ^ 

— _ o 

I I the intemational search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the Intemational application furnished to this 
• - Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the intemational search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

I 1 contained in the Intemational application in written form. 

filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form, 
fumished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



the statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has t>een fumished. 

the statement ttiat the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
fumished 



2. 
3. 



fx] Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
r~| Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 

With regard to tiie title, 

I I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
[x] the text has been established by this Autiiority to read as follows: 
SNACK HAVING A SOFT EDIBLE IjAYER AND METHOD OF MAKING 



5. Witii regard to the abstract, 

\x] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by tills Auttiority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
* — ' within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to tiiis Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with ttie abstract is Figure No. 



I 1 as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

I I because tfie applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I because ttiis figure better characterizes the invention. 
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AppticaQon No 
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A. CLASSIRCATION OF SUBJECT UATTER ' ' 

IPC 7 A23L1/36 A23L1/00 A23L1/212 A23L1/164 A2363/00 



Acooft&ig to imgmalional Patent Classlficaifon (IPC) or to both national cbssificatfon and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



M'tnintum documentaiian searcTied (das^fUation system toOowed by dassificaiion symbols) 

IPC 7 A23L A23G 



Doaimeiuallon searched other than minimum dooimentalion to the extent that such documents are included In the neMs searched 



Eie<lrDnicdalateseoonsuDed during the lntemalk>nai search (name of data base and, whem practical, search terms usecQ 

EPO-Internal , FSTA, MEDLINE, BIOSIS 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category *' Citation of document, with kidicallon. vrtiere appropriate, of the relevant passages 



wo 02 11554 A (PROCTER & GAMBLE) 
14 February 2002 (2002-02-14) 
page 5, line 15 -page 9, line 21 
claims; examples 

WO 00 54606 A (AVE BE COOP VERKOOP PROD 
;SIEPEL UGO (NL); BUWALDA PIETER LYKLE 
(ML) 21 September 2000 (2000-09-21) 
examples 1-4 

US 6 156 361 A (GILGEN JOHN F) 
5 December 2000 (2000-12-05) 
figure 1 

column 2, line 50 -column 3, line 63 

-/- 



Relevant to daim Na 



1-18 



1-10, 
13-16,18 



1-10, 
12-16,18 



m 



Further documents are listed In the continuation of t>ox C. 



ID 



Patent famOy members are listed in annex. 



• Specia) categories of died docamems : 

A* document defining the general stale of the art which Is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

E* earlier docunnent but published on or after the international 
filing dale 

L" document whlct) may throw doubts on priority daim(s)or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
dtation or other spedai reason (as specified) 

O* document referring to an oral disdosune. use, exhibition or 
other means 

P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priortty date claimed 



1* later document published after the international filing dale 
or priority date and not In conflict with the applicaUon bul 
died to understand the prindple or theory undeitylng the 
invention 

•X* document ol particular relevance; the dabned Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Involve an hventive step when the document Is taken alone 

'Y* document of particular relevance; the dalmed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such oombinatkxi being obvious to a person sMOed 
In the arL 

•&■ document rrtemtier of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



5 December 2003 



Name and maiftng address of the ISA 

European Patent OJfice. P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2260 HV Rqswljk 
Tel (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
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Oate of mailing of the international search report 
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OCContinuation) DOCUMEMtS CONSIDERQ> TO BE RELEVANT 






Calegory 


Citatian of documenl, with indcalion.wtieFe appropriale. of the relevant passapftis 


Relevanlto daini No. 
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WO 99 34691 A (LEE DE NV SARA) 
15 July 1999 (1999-07-15) 
page 1, line 25 -page 5, line 4 
claims; examples 


1-10, 
13-16,18 
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US 5 571 546 A (KRISTINUS CON L ET AL) 
5 November 1996 (1996-11-05) 
column 6, line 20 -column 10, line 63 
examples 


1-10, 
13-16,18 






X 


US 2002/090421 Al (CROSS JAMES C ET AL) 
11 July 2002 (2002-07-11) 
the vrtiole document 


1-10, 
12-16,18 






X 


WO 99 25202 A (HUNKELER PETER) 
27 May 1999 (1999-05-27) 
claims; figures 


1-10, 
13-16,18 






X 


US 4 961 943 A (BLANTHORN MICHELE ET AL) 
9 October 1990 (1990-10-09) 
the whole document 


1-10, 
13-16,18 






X 


US 4 663 175 A (WERNER JOHN ET AL) 
5 May 1987 (1987-05-05) 
the whole document 


1-10, 
13-16,18 






X 


US 3 184 316 A (DOAN CHARLES A ET AL) 
18 May 1965 (1965-05-18) 
the whole document 


1-10, 
13-16,18 






X 


GB 1 247 979 A (CPC INTERNATIONAL INC.) 
29 September 1971 (1971-09-29) 
page 1, line 50 - line 70 


1-10. 
13-16,18 






X 


WO 01 62105 A (RECOT INC) 
30 August 2001 (2001-08-30) 
the whole document 


1-10, 
13-16,18 
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X 


RIEDEL H R: "Precoating of centres" 
CONFECTIONERY PRODUCTION, SPECIALISED 
PUBLICATIONS LTD. SURBITON, GB, 
vol. 62, no. 2, 1996, pages 86-87, 
XP002221518 
ISSN: 0010-5473 
examples 


1-5,14, 
15 
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^^^^ Prr/iic no/ociJOi 



PCT/US 03/25439 



Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first she^) 



TWs Intematitmal Search Report has not been established in respect of certsdn claims under Article 17(2)(a) lor me foUowhg reasons: 
1. Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely. 



nn Claims Nos^ 1,3,14 (partial) 

because they relate to parts of the International Appli 
an extent that no meaningful International Search cai 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not oompTy with the prest^bed reouirements lo such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out. specifically: 



3. \^ Claims isios.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance wHh the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



TWs International Searching Authority found muttipte Inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1 . j J As ail required additional search fees wene timely paid by the appficant, (his Intemational Search Report covers all 
' — » searchable claims. 

As ail searchable claims could be searched without effort Justifying an additional lee, this Authority did not invite oayment 
of any additiona] fee. 



3. j I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Intemational Search Reoort 
' — > covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specincally dSms Nos.: 



4, isio required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this Intemational Search Report is 
restricted to tSne invention first mentioned in the dalms; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest | | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

I j No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box 1.2 



Claims Nos.: 1,3,14 (partial) 



Present claims 1, 3 and 14 relate to a product and method defined (inter 
alia) by reference to the following parameters: 
PI: water activity 
P2: hardness value 

The use of these parameters In the present context is considered to lead 
to a lack of clarity within the meaning of Article 6 PCT. It is 
impossible to compare the parameters the applicant has chosen to employ 
with what is set out In the prior art. The lack of clarity is such as to 
render a meaningful complete search Impossible. Consequently, the search 
has been restricted to the subject-matter as defined In their dependent 
claims, as the examples and the description were not relevant In this 
particular case. 



Independent of the above reasoning, after the excision of the parametric 
features from the affected claims, they relate to an extremely large 
number of possible products. Support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT 
and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT is to be found, 
however, for only a very small proportion of the products. In the present 
case, the claims so lack support, and the application so lacks 
disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
is impossible. Consequently, the search has been restricted to the 
subject-matter as defined in their dependent claims, as the examples and 
the description were not relevant in this particular case. 



Ina ddition, claim 14 relates to a product defined by reference to a 
desirable characteristic or property, namely -microbiologically stable 
for at least 3 months". 

The claims cover all products/compounds/raethods/apparatus having this 
characteristic or property, whereas the application provides support 
within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning 
of Article 5 PCT for only a very limited number of such 
products/compounds/methods/apparatus. In the present case, the claims so 
lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
search over the whole o-f>ihe claimed scope is impossible. Independent of 
the above reasoning, 'the claims also lack clarity (Article 6 PCT). An 
attempt is made to define the product/compound/method/apparatus by 
reference to a result to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity In the 
present case is such as to render a meaningful search over the whole of 
the claimed scope impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried 
out for those parts of the claims which appear to be clear, supported and 
disclosed, namely the rest of the features. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 

claim s, relati ng to inventions in respect of which no international 

search report has- beeiv-^staM-tshed -need^ not" be-the- s-ubjeet- of-an^ - 
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. International Appfication No. PCTAJS 03 ^5439 

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUEO FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is* 
the case Irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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